198                   A FLY ON THE WHEEL

a year ago, were hanging up over the chief's doorway, and I
drew a favourable augury from the fact that they had been
removed out of regard for my prejudices.

Another hopeful circumstance was that the village was
thronged with women and children, all crowding out to look at
the strange white man, for I knew that in case of danger the
women and children were first of all hidden away. These
females were stout-legged and not uncomely, clad in the scan-
tiest of blue skirts round the hips, the upper part of the body
being shrouded in the national home-spun sheet. All children
under ten were, without any exception, naked.

I was shown up the ladder into the guest-house, a one-roomed
dwelling, with walls of bamboo mat, raised on a high platform,
to which one mounted by a sloping log cut in steps.

1 asked when it would be convenient for the chief to see me,
and was informed that the moment had not yet arrived, as
Rutton Poia had sent out to summon some of the neighbouring
chiefs, but that I was to be formally introduced to the family
circle on the following day. This information I extracted from
one of the *' karbaris/* who was affable and fairly communica-
tive, and who had evidently been told off to attend upon me
a4d keep me in a good humour, as he devoted himself exclusively,
to my service.                                                               ' ''', ,

Towards sundown some food arrived for us from the chief's
house;  a rough and barbaric mess of seethed pig's flesh and
rice, garnished with greasy capsicums.  Some rice and other
uncooked food had been sent to my men outside the village, as I
ascertained from Fuzlah, whom I sent out to reassure the party
and see that the sentries were properly posted.
, '  I was somewhat troubled by the inquisitiveness of the boy?
i '!a&d young men of the village, who climbed up perpetually to
peep into the guest-house.   For hours together eyes glistened
through every crack in the walls, giving one an uncomfortable
sensation;  but as the evening came on they retired, and we1
were left alone for the night.   To prevent surprise I had under^s
/;taken to watch until midnight, while Fuzlah and Adupah woulcl/
the remainder of the night-watch, keeping guard

'                                                                                                                                ,

,                                         '

me a soft quilted " rezai " to sleep':

